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tired from the duties of society to indulge themselves in heap- 
ing up a mass of knowledge, which should remain concealed 
in their own bosoms till it descended with them to the tomb. 
They were men who read, that they might the better think 
and act, who considered acquired information rather as the 
source of wisdom than as wisdom itself, and as most valuable 
for the original reflections which it awakens ; who felt that we 
should study the works of others, to render our own minds 
the fountains, rather than the channels of instruction. They 
saw the connexion between one kind of useful knowledge 
and another, the influence of what we read on what we 
write, and say, and do ; of contemplation on practice. It was 
for the purpose of securing as well as ornamenting their civil 
and religious institutions, that they raised at an early period 
those classical seminaries which we have done comparative- 
ly so little to enlarge. Scarce a generation has since passed 
away without leaving a living testimony to the correctness of 
their views in the characters of many of its most distinguish- 
ed citizens. Were we as liberal in proportion to our means 
as our forefathers, the advantages of classical learning would 
be no longer a subject of discussion, lor they would be too 
evident to be denied for a moment, if our youth could be ena- 
bled to pursue them with better success, by the improved con- 
dition of our schools and colleges. To render these what 
they should he, nothing is required but encouragement ; and 
it would be an easy matter to remedy all defects in the ma- 
chinery, if a proper force and direction could be given to 
the current of public opinion, which must set the whole in 
motion. 



APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OP HTERATURE IN THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK. 

We avail ourselves with pleasure of the opportunity of 
correcting an error, and supplying a deficiency in an article 
of our January number, which is furnished by a statement in 
the Albany Argus of July 20. In speaking of the degree, to 
which our state legislatures had patronized the literary cause 
and establishments, we observed, 'that New York had lib- 
erally endowed Hamilton College,' leaving it to be inferred, 
that the literary bounty of our most powerful state had stopped 
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here. The statement in the Argus, to which we allude, fur- 
nishes abundant means of rectifying this error, and we take 
great pleasure in doing it. Several appropriations, it is true, 
enter into this statement, not of the kind which we had in 
view in speaking of the magnificent amount of the literary 
funds of Virginia and Connecticut. In justice to our own 
state, also, we ought to say, that though we have nothing 
which bears the name of a school fund, yet if a calcu- 
lation were made of the whole amount of literary patron- 
age, into which should enter the various donat'ons to our 
colleges and academies, as well as the support of grammar 
schools, ordained by law in every town of the state of a cer 
tain size, it would probably appear, that quite as much was 
annually paid by the people of Massachusetts for the support 
of learning, as by any state in the union ; without our being 
able to boast of a fund for this purpose. As our object of 
course is to attain only general results, we doubt not we 
shall be excused in the respectable quarter, from which the 
statement in the Albany Argus proceeds, for the abridgment 
we have made in its details. 

From the Albany Argus, July 20. 
Besides the reservation of two lots of six hundred and forty 
acres each, for the general support of the gospel and of schools 
and literature, in every township of the fertile and extensive 
tract of land set apart as a bounty to the officers and soldiers 
of the revolution, two distinct and separate permanent funds 
have been established and for ever set apart by the legislature; 
one for the support of 'common schools' throughout the state, 
and the other for the endowment and maintenance of colleges 
and academies, under the direction of the * regents of the 
university.' A statement of the particular items of which 
each of these funds is at present composed, and of the reve- 
nues derived from them, as well as of temporary grants made 
for literary purposes, I beg leave to subjoin : 

I. The fund for the support of common schools 
already amounts to 81,229,076 

In addition to which the net proceeds of all lands 
which may escheat to the state in the military 
tract are appropriated to this fund ; and it is sup- 
posed that a very considerable increase will be 
acquired from this source, though no estimate can 
at present be made. 
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The revenue of the school fund for the last year 
was estimated at 78,944 

But an act passed in 1819 directs the payment 
and distribution, for the present year, of eighty 
thousand dollars, and annually thereafter not less 
than that sum, until the revenue of the school fund 
amount to ninety thousand dollars. A sum equal 
to the tli% idend upon the fund must be raised annu- 
ally in the several counties, in proportion to the 
sums received by them respectively upon the dis- 
tribution. So that for this year the sum of owe 
hundred and eighty thousand dollars will be raised 
and distributed among the common schools es- 
tablished in convenient districts of every town in 
the state. 

A particular additional fund, applicable to the 
same object, amounts to - 3,832 

Making an aggregate amount of funds perma- 
nently appropriated to the support of common 
schools, over and above the escheated lands, of 1,232,908 

II. The fund ' for the promotion of literature' 
at present amounts to ... 201,439.41 

The income of this fund is annually distributed 
by the regents among the incorporated acade- 
mies, and in special donations and endowments, 
and the revenue for the last year, exclusive of the 
quit rent, may he stated at ~ 5,288.74 

Of this, the sum of five thousand dollars was 
distributed among twenty five incorporated ac- 
ademies, in proportion to the number of classical 
scholars contained in each. 

Independently of these permanently established 
funds, which have thus been consecrated to the 
support of learning, the following occasional ap- 
propriations have from time to time been made : 

I. To the regents of the University - 28,750 

II. To Columbia College - - - 113,275 

III. To Union College .... 418,500 

IV. To the College of Physicians & Surgeons \ -„ 10Q 

in New York J ' 

V. To Hamilton College in Oneida county - 106,800 
JVfcw Series, «Vo. 4. " 54 
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VI. To the College of Physicians & Surgeons 1 , _ tnn 
in the Western District ' J 1J ' 000 



Aggregate amount of grants to Colleges 72t.W5.00 
VII. To the New York Historical Society 12.000 

VIII. To incorporated Academies - - 35,800 
IX. To Charity and Free Schools - 25,631.56 

X. For a public Library at the seat of gov'mcnt 5,100 

RECAPITULAITON. 

Amount of school fund .... 1,232,908 

Amount of literature fund .... 201,439.41 
Aggregate amount of permanent funds, - 1,434.347.41 
Amount of grants to the regents of the University 28,750 
Amount of grants to Colleges, ... 721,675" 

Amount of grant to Historical Society, - - 12,000 
Amount of grants to Academies, ... 35,800 
Amount of grants to charitable and free 

schools, 25,631.56 

Amount appropriated to State library, - - 5,100 
Aggregate amount of occasional appropriations 8-?8,9-'^.56 
Making in the whole the sum of $2,263,303.97 

And if to this be added the value of the escheated lands, 
and of the proportion of clerks' fees belonging to the school 
fund, together with the value of the unappropriated literature 
and school lots in the military tract, the general aggregate 
of appropriations for the support of education and learning 
in this state, during the last thirty years, exclusive of the 
annual revenue of the permanent funds, will exceed the sum 
of three millions of dollars. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. A. D. 

Albany, July 29, 1820. 

As nothing will better guide us in our efforts for the en- 
couragement of literature than an accurate knowledge of 
what has already been done, we should feel highly grateful to 
any person who will furnish us with statements, equally pre- 
cise as the foregoing, of the extent of the literary appropria- 
tions in the various States of our country. 

The Editors. 



